Estimated £6 million funding for sustainable education projects lost – response from the NGO sector

Waste Watch

Global Action Plan (GAP)

Education for sustainable development (ESD) now has a good policy background but is undeliverable due to major cuts in funding. 

We welcome the production of a “Sustainable development action plan for Education and Skills” produced by the Department for Education and Skills (DfES) in October 2003. The voluntary sector has developed considerable expertise and experience in delivering effective sustainable development education activities, and the Action Plan provides the opportunity for the development of a national framework which draws upon this expertise and experience in more comprehensively integrating sustainable development into the national curriculum.

Within the NGO sector we look forward to using our experience and expertise to assist in the implementation of the Action Plan. However, the ability of many organisations within the sector to assist in the delivery of the DfES Action Plan is threatened due to the loss of a major source of funding to ESD following reform of the Landfill Tax Credit Scheme (LTCS). We estimate that since the start of the LTCS, £20 million has been allocated to education projects, and ongoing projects currently receive an estimated £6 million. The reform of the LTCS includes the exclusion of projects in this area, and no alternative source of funding has emerged to replace it. 

We urge the DfES to take full consideration of the impact that this loss of funding will have upon those involved in delivering ESD across the NGO sector, and draw attention to the following points:

· The withdrawal of the LTCS does not only affect waste NGOs. Many NGOs funded ESD projects through LTCS, for example Global Action Plans’ Action at School Projects; in addition to waste-focused activities such as Waste Watch’s Schools Waste Action Club (SWAC).

· Many organisations supported a reform of the LTCS to enable more strategic use of the funds. However, no new public spending scheme for strategic sustainable development education work by NGOs has been made available, over a year after the original LTCS reform announcement. 

· £84 million worth of Landfill Tax funding has been allocated for strategic waste management projects in England for 2003/4. Whilst some of this has been allocated by Defra to the Waste Implementation Programme (WIP) and the Legacy Fund, it appears that a significant portion of this amount remains unallocated. No element of WIP funding, including that administered by the Waste and Resources Action Programme (WRAP) makes provision for schools-based education work 

· Although Legacy Funding was welcome, since there is still no secure funding source for projects falling outside of WIP, such projects are still at risk.  No intention for the remaining funds has been indicated, a year after the announcement of LTCS reform. Defra has announced that, as a part of a review of needs, consideration would be given ‘as to whether a grant scheme should be operated as part of the new public expenditure scheme’. A recommendation on this grant scheme was due last autumn but has still not been announced. As the end of the financial year is now fast approaching, and the resulting gap in funding still unmet, many ESD projects will cease. 

· Despite comments to the contrary, elements of ESD are not still fundable through LTCS. School-based projects do not normally qualify under the remaining LTCS ‘local community environmental projects’ category. Education is recognised under category ‘DA’ (biodiversity), but the criteria state that education “cannot be the main intent of the project”. 

· To be eligible for the LTCS community fund a project must be within a 10-mile radius of a landfill site. This does not allow for national or county-wide education projects and limits a project to working with a very few schools in a specific area.
· Defra’s Environmental Action Fund (EAF) is often cited as another possible funding source for such education activities. However, it is not a sustainable source of funding for ESD, as it only funds up to 50% of a project and the current 3-year tranche of money is due to finish in March 2005.
In the absence of any strategic funding for ESD, the ability of many NGOs to deliver the DfES Action Plan is severely curtailed due to the removal of Landfill Tax as a source of funding. 

Specifically this means:

· Waste Watch can no longer deliver Schools Waste Action Club (SWAC) or Cycler projects, in over 1,000 schools a year. These projects examine complex issues relating to resource use. SWAC schools achieve an average rate of 47% waste reduction. The project provides a link between something people are familiar with – rubbish – and wider sustainability issues, and has provided an important sustainable development delivery mechanism for many schools. Following the intensive support provided through on-the-ground education delivery, schools are encouraged to implement full environmental policies and look at other aspects of sustainability.

· Global Action Plan will no longer be able to run the award-winning Action at School programme in 50 secondary schools.  Action at School has succeeded in helping the schools to achieve an average 41% reduction in the amount of rubbish being sent to landfill sites.  Action at School has also helped schools build improved links with their local communities and promoted citizenship with students.

For successful delivery of the ESD Action Plan, DfES needs to seriously consider the implications that this loss of funding will have on the NGO sector and we believe should work with Defra and Treasury to:

· Give urgent priority to the allocation of hitherto unspent reformed LTCS funds, paying particular attention to the role of formal and informal education, in increasing participation, understanding and long-term involvement in waste reduction and recycling, and wider sustainable issues such as consumption.

· Urgently establish a new public spending scheme which provides strategic funding for ESD.  According to the WIP fact sheet, £92m of LTCS is available for sustainable waste projects in England in 2004/5. Within this there needs be provision for a grant scheme for which education-based projects are eligible.
Action needs to be taken immediately before capacity, jobs and experience are lost from the sector, and before participant momentum declines. 
